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concern the plaintiff himself. They must affect
his character, or touch him in the way of his
office, profession, or trade. If they are directed
solely at the plaintiff's goods, or his title to
property, though an action may lie therefor, it is
not an action of libel or slander, but " an action
on the case for special damage sustained by reason
of the speaking or publication." (n).

In some cases, however, an attack on a man's
goods or title to property may also injuriously
affect his reputation. Thus it is libellous to write
and publish of a bookseller that he sells immoral
poems (0) ; and to say of a wine merchant that his
wine is poisoned, or of a tea dealer that his tea is
made green by drying it on copper, is a slander
upon him in the way of his trade (p). So, too,
" offensive language applied to a newspaper may
cast a reflection, and be understood as casting a
reflection, upon persons connected with the news-
paper. . . . Whether it is an imputation which
would attach to any individual, and, if so, to
whom, must depend in each case upon the lan-
guage used and upon the circumstances." (q).

In order to be defamatory the words must refer
to some particular individual, and the plaintiff
must prove that he is that particular individual

(n) Per Tindal, C. J., i^Malachy v. Soper (1836), 3 Bing.
N. C. at p. 384.

0)   Tabart v. Tipper (1808), 1 Camp. 350.

(y) Per ColtmaD, J., in Ingram v. Lawson (1840), 6 Bing.
KT. C.atp. 216.

(q) Per curiam, in Australian Newspaper Co. v. Bennett
(1894), App. Gas. at p. 288.